
Light: Full sun

Water: Medium

Blooms: May-June

A large, fast-growing shade tree. Mature trunks may 
reach 4-6 ft in diameter. Cup-shaped, tulip-like 
flowers are yellow with orange band at the base of 
each petal. Flowers give way to dry, scaly, oblong 
cone-shaped brown fruits with numerous winged 
seeds. Leaves turn yellow in the fall. It is the major 
food for the Eastern Tiger Swallowtail butterfly.

Flower: Yellow-Orange
Height: 60-90 feet    Spread: 30-50 feet

Tulip poplar
Liriodendron tulipifera



Light: Full sun 

Water: Medium to Wet

Blooms: April

This tree naturally grows along streams, creating a graceful 
cathedral-like effect with its strong central trunk and open 
airy canopy. It can be grown in any moist soil with sufficient 
space for its roots and branches to spread, growing 
astoundingly fast with sufficient water and sun. Female 
flowers give way to fuzzy, long-stalked, spherical fruiting 
balls that ripen to brown in October, and its bark peels 
back as it matures to reveal a stunning, smooth, white 
trunk. 

Flower: Inconspicuous
Height: 75-100 feet    Spread: 75-100 feet

Sycamore
Platanus occidentalis



Light: Full sun 

Water: Medium to Wet

Blooms: May

A large deciduous native tree known as the king of the oaks 
and many a tree lover's favorite tree. Can grow in average 
topsoil, with good drainage and some moisture. Pyramidal 
when young, but matures into a substantial tree with a 
wide-spreading, rounded crown. Leaves have 7 to 9 deep 
rounded lobes. Variable fall color ranges from browns, orange 
to dark red. A must have for anyone that loves trees.

Flower: Inconspicuous
Height: 60-100 feet    Spread: 50-90 feet

White oak
Quercus alba



Light: Full sun 

Water: Medium to Wet

Blooms: September

The distinctive bur-like acorn cup typically enclosed 2/3 to 
almost all the nut. This fairly fast growing oak has a 
straight trunk with broad rounded crown. Leaves turn 
yellow-brown occasionally with orange or red. It can 
handle wet to dry soils.

Flower: Inconspicuous
Height: 40-60 feet    Spread: 40-60 feet

Overcup oak
Quercus lyrata



Light: Full sun 

Water: Medium to Wet

Blooms: April

Adapted to floodplains but tolerant of a wide range of 
growing conditions, this is one of the faster growing oaks. It 
will provide quick shade to an area, and its small leaves and 
acorns make it a choice oak for people who are concerned 
about litter in the fall. It has better branch structure than 
its cousin, the water oak, and is still quite tolerant of tough 
urban conditions, making it a superior street tree.

Flower: Inconspicuous
Height: 40-70 feet    Spread: 25-50 feet

Willow oak
Quercus phellos



Light: Full sun

Water: Medium to Wet

Blooms: April-May

Unlike most conifers, the baldcypress is deciduous, leaving 
its Christmas-tree-shaped canopy “bald” in the winter. 
Feathery leaves and a tall but narrow habit make this a 
great overstory tree for smaller spaces, and its tolerance of 
heat, drought, and flooding make it very flexible in urban 
environments. If planted in wet soil, it will grow “knees”. 

It grows naturally in the swamps of the coastal plain, but is 
well adapted to most settings in the Atlanta piedmont.

Flower: Inconspicuous
Height: 60-80 feet    Spread: 30-40 feet

Baldcypress
Taxodium distichum



A midstory tree deciduous tree with a rounded oval 
crown. Flowers in May-June with its small, 
honey-tasting fruits ripe in early fall. Only female 
trees produce fruit, and only when they are close 
enough to males to be pollinated by wind or bees. 
The fruit is astringent until ripe.

Flower: white
Height: 35-60 feet Spread: 25-35 feet

            Light: Full sun to part shade

            Water: Medium

            Blooms: Spring

American persimmon
Diospyros virginiana


